
Hasbrouck identified four major areas of focus in the 
renovation:  the restrooms, the bar, furniture, and finishes. 
The most significant, and the most expensive, upgrade will 
be to the restrooms.  Changes have to be made so that the 
facilities meet code standards for plumbing, ventilation, and 
handicapped access.  The new layout of the two restrooms will 
accommodate wheelchairs and other accessibility standards.  
The design intent of the new restrooms is that they be clean, 
modern, and convenient.  

The bar will be upgraded to make it more functional and 
elegant.  An ice machine, a sink, a stone countertop, and a 
small refrigerator will be provided.  By reorienting the bar and 
adding stools, members will have a place to sit and enjoy the 
view while having lunch or enjoying a drink in the evening.  
The area will become an attractive and comfortable space 
where members and guests can come and relax within the 
Club, during the day and after work.

Furniture improvements will include replacing the well-worn 
lounge chairs and sofa around the fireplace.  Krefeld lounge 
chairs, designed by Mies van der Rohe, are proposed. They 
are modern classics that also recall the clubby feeling of the 
old space.  Plans for the deck feature new tables, chairs, and 
planters, as well as a lounge area where members can enjoy a 
warm summer evening without feeling rushed, or that they are 
sitting at restaurant seating. 

The renovation will also include refinishing the teak floors to 
maintain their color and character, repainting the main dining 
room and Sullivan room with subtle shades of gray and beige, 
similar to the tones of paint used in the original Club, adding 
stencils around the vault dome to soften and warm the space, 
installing wooden blinds on the windows, creating a wooden 
shelf around the outer edge of the Kiva for displaying art, 
air-conditioning the Sullivan Room, and, last but not least, on 
the deck, adding some evergreens to bring color and life year 
around.

The improvements will be carried out during January, 
February and March of next year, while the building installing 
sprinklers in the space. 

“We believe that this is a responsible and cost effective plan 
that will enhance the space both functionally and aesthetically, 
while respecting the club’s history and traditions, ” Hasbrouck 
stated in concluding his presentation.  

In addition to Hasbrouck, SOM’s design team included Brian 
Lee CD’09, Eric Keune CD’10, Nada Andric CD’11, Dan Bell, 
Michelle Mirrielees and Jeremy Bouck.

Enhancements Planned for the Kiva

By Mike Deines

Six months after the Cliff Dwellers faced permanently leaving 
200 South Michigan, Charles Hasbrouck CD’09 shared plans 
created by a design team at Skidmore Owings and Merrill to 
renovate and renew the Club’s 22nd floor home overlooking 
Chicago’s lakefront.  At an evening presentation on October 1, 
and again the next day following lunch, Hasbrouck unveiled 
the vision to over 50 members and guests.  With a new 15 
year lease in hand, the Club has an opportunity to revitalize 
the interior space and deck.  

“At the outset of the design process, to help the team 
understand the Cliff Dwellers’ history and heritage, we looked 
at historic photos of the old Club atop Orchestra Hall for 
inspiration,” said Hasbrouck.  He added as an aside to the 
members present, “The Cliff Dwellers is not just a dining room, 
or a restaurant that can be refreshed from time to time; it has 
traditions.  It’s also more than just a place to eat; it is a place 
for members to meet and converse. We wanted to create a 
variety of spaces, consistent with the Club’s traditions, where 
various kinds of interaction can take place.”

In the presentation, a number of photos showed the warmth 
and comfortable mood of the Cliff.  Artifacts were brought over 
from the old Club—original furniture, lamps, the gaur, chairs, 
various pieces of art, as well as leather and wood furniture. 
The images also showed the palate of softer colors originally 
used by architect Howard Van Doren Shaw, and stencils based 
on designs by George Grant Elmslie that were added in the 
1980s. 

Having set the tone for the project, Hasbrouck affirmed that 
“the current plan, developed by Larry Booth, CD ‘66, in 1996, 
functions well as it exists now, so we don’t see a need to 
move walls. The intent is to build on and enhance what we 
have.”  Many features will be retained. A few artifacts will be 
relocated.  Some areas will be subtly improved.  For example, 
the entry and hallway with its color scheme taken from the 
soft greens and warm earth tones of the Sullivan mural, will 
still have its portraits and artwork on the walls, but the lighting 
will be improved.  The piano will be relocated, allowing for a 
more organized buffet area, rather than that currently in used.  
Hamlin Garland will continue to reside over the fireplace.  The 
members’ table, of course, must stay and Bob will continue to 
man his desk at the doorway to the Club.
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A New Look for the Cliff 
By Mike Deines

Six months after the Cliff Dwellers faced permanently 
leaving 200 South Michigan, Charles Hasbrouck CD’09 
shared plans created by a design team at Skidmore Owings 
and Merrill to renovate and renew the Club’s 22nd floor home 
overlooking Chicago’s lakefront.  At an evening presentation 
on October 1, and again the next day following lunch, 
Hasbrouck unveiled the vision to over 50 members and guests.  
With a new 15 year lease in hand, the Club has an opportunity 
to revitalize the interior space and deck.

“At the outset of the design process, to help the team 
understand the Cliff Dwellers’ history and heritage, we looked 
at historic photos of the old Club atop Orchestra Hall for 
inspiration,” said Hasbrouck. He added as an aside to the 
members present, “The Cliff Dwellers is not just a dining 
room, or a restaurant that can be refreshed from time to time; 
it has traditions.  It’s also more than just a place to eat; it is a 
place for members to meet and converse. We wanted to create 
a variety of spaces, consistent with the Club’s traditions,
where various kinds of interaction can take place.”

In the presentation, a number of photos showed the 
warmth and comfortable mood of the Cliff.  Artifacts were 
brought over from the old Club—original furniture, lamps, the 
gaur, chairs, various pieces of art, as well as leather and wood
furniture. The images also showed the palate of softer colors
originally used by architect Howard Van Doren Shaw, and  
stencils based on designs by George Grant Elmslie that were 
added in the 1980s. 

Having set the tone for the project, Hasbrouck affirmed 
that “the current plan, developed by Larry Booth, CD ‘66, in 
1996, functions well as it exists now, so we don’t see a need to 
move walls. The intent is to build on and enhance what we 
have.”  Many features will be retained. A few artifacts will be 
relocated.  Some areas will be subtly improved.  For example, 
the entry and hallway with its color scheme taken from the 
soft greens and warm earth tones of the Sullivan mural, will 
still have its portraits and artwork on the walls, but the lighting 
will be improved. The piano will be relocated, allowing for a
more organized buffet area, rather than that currently in used.
Hamlin Garland will continue to reside over the fireplace.  The 
members’ table, of course, must stay and Bob will continue to 
man his desk at the doorway to the Club.

Hasbrouck identified four major areas of focus in the 
renovation: the bathrooms, the bar, furniture, and finishes.
The most significant, and the most expensive, upgrade will be 
to the bathrooms.  Changes have to be made so that the 
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